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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 301080 
ORIGIN DLOS-09 

INFO OCT-01 IO-13 ISO-OO OES-07 SS-15 SSO-OO NSCE-00 
CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 INRE-00 L-03 SP-02 NEA-10 
/067R 

DRAFTED BY D/LOS:ABERLIND/AD 
APPROVED BY IO:GHELMAN 
IO/IBC:RHENNES 
S/AR : ELRICHARDS ON 

084705 170022Z/15 

O 170010Z DEC 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE 
CONFIDENTIAL STATE 301080 
E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PLOS, AORG 

SUBJECT: FIFTH COMMITTEE - LAW OF THE SEA CONFERENCE 

1 . AS MISSION AWARE, LOS CONFERENCE PRESIDENT AMERASINGHE 
IS BEING DISCONTINUED BY SRI LANKAN GOVERNMENT AND EFFORTS 
UNDERWAY IN NEW YORK TO FIND WAY OF RETAINING HIS SERVICES 
AS CONFERENCE PRESIDENT IN INDEPENDENT CAPACITY. US STRONG- 
LY SUPPORTS HIS RETENTION IN PRESIDENCY. 

2. US STRONGLY PREFERS THAT AMERASINGHE BE HIRED BY UN ON 
A CONSULTANT BASIS AT THE APPROPRIATE SALARY LEVEL FOR THE 
DURATION OF HIS APPOINTMENT AS PRESIDENT. ALTERNATIVELY, 
AMERASINGHE MIGHT BE APPOINTED AS AN UNDERSECRETARY GENERAL 
FOR THE DURATION OF HIS PRESIDENCY. 

3. WE WOULD BE EXTREMELY RELUCTANT TO HAVE THE UN MEET THE 
PROBLEM BY PROVIDING A FORM OF HONORARIUM, AND THAT IS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 301080 

CLEARLY OUR LAST CHOICE. IF, AND ONLY IF, THIS SOLUTION 
PROVES TO BE THE ONLY GENERALLY ACCEPTABLE ONE FOR KEEPING 
AMERASINGHE IN THE PRESIDENCY, MISSION MAY GIVE ITS ASSENT 
ON AN EXCEPTIONAL BASIS IN VIEW OF THE OVERRIDING IMPORTANCE 
OF HIS RETENTION. 
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